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Astoria Library Board Meeting 
Astoria Public Library 

June 23, 2015 
5:30 pm. 

 
Present: Library Board members Kate Summers, David Oser, Chris Womack, and Susan Stein (via 

conference call). Staff Library Director Jane Tucker, Patty Skinner, and Lindsay Johnson. 
ALFA Representative Charlotte Langsev and Nick Benas 

 
Excused: Kimberly Chaput 
 
Absent: None 
 
Call to Order:  Chair Kate Summers called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  The agenda was approved as submitted. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of May 26, 2015 were approved as presented. 
 
Renovation Update: 
 
 Item 4(a): Foundation Update 
Kate Summers will show the Facebook page she created for the Foundation later in the meeting.   
 
 Items 4(b) and (c): Renovation Committee Update and Staff Reports 
The new Community Development Director, Kevin Cronin, is expected to begin with the city within the 
next few weeks. The timeline for the City Council goal to explore a private/public partnership library on 
Heritage Square is to be determined. The Revitalization Committee held its regularly scheduled meeting 
on June 3, 2015. The next meeting of the committee is scheduled for September 1, 2015 and will be 
convened earlier if there are developments. 
  
Board Reports:   
Kate Summers reported that she met City Manager Estes, who said he would be introducing her to Kevin 
Cronin shortly. 
 
Library Director’s Report:   
Summer Reading has kicked off successfully in Astoria. Director Tucker attended the opening programs 
for all three kickoffs. In Astoria, more than 100 children attended the kick off. Programs are being held 
daily for differing age groups. A special performance by the Reptile Man drew 250 children and families. A 
special performance on Carnivorous Plants drew 150 children and families.   
 
Update on ALFA Activities: 
Charlotte Langsev reported that ALFA has a current balance of $6,692.89. ALFA is a major supporter of 
the Summer Reading programs, having donated $800 toward the superhero capes that the readers made 
at the kick-off and other supplies. ALFA also donated two of the major prizes for the countywide Summer 
Reading drawing for those who complete the program. ALFA is also a major supporter of the teen, family, 
and adult programs held throughout the year. 
 
New Business:  
 

Item 8(a):  Achievement Gap Video  
Patty Skinner introduced a short video on the achievement gap created during the summers between 
school years. It is common for all children to lose some of the reading, math, and other skills learned in 
the school year. However, children from low-income families, who do not have access to learning through 
library visits, museum visits, family vacations, summer camps, and other options can develop a learning 
gap that widens each year. The short video visually demonstrates how these gaps can develop. A short 
discussion on other aspects of learning gaps followed.   
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Susan Stein asked if there were statistical data to demonstrate the impact Summer Reading programs in 
libraries have on the achievement gap. The data would help people understand how much the summer 
programs help children. Director Tucker said she would get the data. 
 

Item 8(b):  Foundations Facebook Page Preview 
Kate Summers created a Facebook page for the Astoria Oregon Public Library Foundation, which can be 
found at astorialibrary.org on Facebook. She has been posting pictures and news about the library and 
has gathered 35 likes in just a few days. The Board and Staff discussed how to use the page to create 
awareness and raise funds. Funds need to be raised for the building campaign, materials, furniture, and 
other amenities. Ms. Johnson noted the library also has a Pinterest page.  
 

Item 8(c):  Teen Services Report 
Lindsay Johnson recognized a need to serve teens in 2007. She and Ami Kreider created a Game Day 
concept, which became successful as a family program. Ms. Johnson continued her efforts to attract 
teens to the library through collection development, attractive programs, and outreach. She and Director 
Tucker reviewed past programs and outreach efforts, noting which ones were most successful. Director 
Tucker noted there is a new programming budget for teens of $125.  
 
Old Business: There was none. 
 
Public Comments:  Nick Benas said he enjoyed the haunted house and episodes of the Twilight Zone 
that were shown at the Haunted Library event. He had also heard that the nursery school students loved 
the reptile program. 
 
Items for Next Meeting’s Agenda: Set a fundraising goal for the Foundation and coordinate a social 
gathering with City Staff, the Library Board, the Library Foundation, ALFA, and the Revitalization 
Committee. 
 
Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Jane Tucker, Director, Astoria Library  
 
 


